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Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans 
 
Transportation Engagement Summary  
 

        

Event Name: Transportation Forum 

Event Date: Saturday, October 22, 9 am – 11am  

Event Location: Fairfield Community Place  

# of Attendees 

9  From Fairfield 

4  From Gonzales 

11  Home owners 

1  Renters 

0  Business owners 

Executive Summary 

 
The purpose of the Transportation forum was to confirm goals and key issues for future transportation in 

Fairfield and Gonzales, and to identify specific actions, strategies or policies to achieve the goals.  

There was lots of support for proposed draft goals with some suggested changes that included adding 

parking management for Gonzales and more “people-oriented” language. There was concern that goals 

be measurable, and include specific targets to guide progress. 

Participants were asked to review a list of transportation improvements suggested by the community over 

the last few months.  Many of the key spot improvements were confirmed, included slowing traffic down 

on some major roads, locations for improved crossings and problem intersections. It was generally 

agreed that additional enforcement would solve a number of the issues. People also added a number of 

new spot improvements, such as specific sidewalks and roads in need of repair. 

The groups identified a number of “Big Moves” needed to achieve the transportation goals. There was 

strong support for a protected cycling facility along Dallas Road, as well as a strong enforcement 

campaign for vehicle speeding, failing to stop and for cyclists who do not obey the rules of the road.  

Transit service could be improved with better service to parts of Gonzales, and a new route that connects 

Gonzales, Fairfield and James Bay, without going through downtown. Other common ideas included 

better walkways, trails and route signage within the neighbourhood; different ideas to balance resident 

and business parking interests around urban villages; and better and safer cycling facilities (including 

protected bike lanes and local routes). 
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All Feedback/Event Notes 

TABLE 1 

Goals 

 Consider changes to land use that allow and encourage more intensive employment (e.g. office) 
within the community as a means to improve jobs: housing ratio. 

 

Spot Improvements 

 Better pedestrian crossings 
o Do not agree with: 

 Fairfield road across from plaza 
o Agree with: 

 Dallas at Clover point 
 Dallas at Cook Street (supported 3-way stop control) 
 Dallas at St.Charles 

 Slow Traffic Down 
o did support to slow traffic near: 

 Near Margaret Jenkins 
o all the rest on the list were NON ISSUES 

 Widen Sidewalks 
o no need to widen sidewalks (but want them to be a minimum 2 metres) for people with 

mobility devices and for two-way pedestrian traffic 

 Intersection Improvements 
o Fairfield at Foulbay 

 stop signs are visible, stop bars are visible 

 enforcement is required  

 Concerns about cut-throughs 
o not convinced with Memorial (that is a natural place to connect) 
o not convinced with north/south streets between Fairfield and Richardson 

 More bike parking 
o support bike parking in many areas including the ones identified on spot improvements 

 

Big Ideas 

 FEWER CARS and MORE BIKES 

 separated bike lanes along Dallas Road 

 make Cook St more pedestrian and cycling focused 

 Build AAA (all ages and abilities) bike lane along Dallas Road  

 Improve neighbourhood collector bus service – connect to Cook St. Village and James Bay 

 Cycling infrastructure needs to go hand in hand with public education  
 

Map comments 

 sidewalk continuity on Richardson (lack of sidewalk on south side near #3 bus route, needs to 
service more of the community 

 sidewalk widths on Cook Street – need more space 

 more pedestrian bulbs to slow traffic along Cook Street 

 compliance issues with vehicles not stopping for pedestrians (along Fairfield) 

 raised crosswalk at Dallas and Cook (support for 3-way stop control) 

 bollards at Collinson at Quadra (operational issue and we are planning to install) 
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 separated bike facilities along Dallas Road (for cyclists) 
- Air BnB creating on-street parking issues  

 

 

 

TABLE 2 

Goals 

 General support  

 Should goals for each neighbourhood be worded the same? The neighbourhoods are not that 

different from each other 

 Consider adding a people-focused approach to goal statements 

 Parking is not mentioned in Gonzales goals but it is an issue – commercial centres (eg: Fairfield 

Plaza) and for new development projects 

 Make sure transit has clear goal in both F&G  

Wording Suggestions 

 Edit: Make it easier for people to leave their car at home 

 Edit: Make walking, cycling, and public transit more efficient, safer, and more enjoyable for people 

 Edit to both: Improve parking management around new developments and commercial areas  

 Add: Improve transit connectivity and servicing 

Additional spot improvements 

 Uneven sidewalks across neighbourhood – some problem areas 

 Cook Street cut through traffic 

 Cyclists not stopping at stop sign at Richmond/Richardson 

 Speed limits on Richardson – people do not slow down to 30 or 40km  

 Bike facilities on Dallas road – lacking; want some covered spots 

 Madison Street – requires paving badly. But this may encourage traffic so additional street 

calming may be required 
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 Pot holes on Oxford Street 

 Ross street between Wildwood and St. Charles – sidewalk improvements required 

 Temporary bulges at intersections (eg: Richardson / Richmond; Richardson / St. Charlers) 

Big Ideas 

 Hospitality signage / destination & practical information wayfinding  

 Rest stops / benches – identified and promoted 

 New type of transit services – electric trolley that loops through F&G and connects to other 

destinations and/or micro buses that could be operated more frequently  

 Increased transit servicing north of Gonzales. 

 Enforcement campaigns for Motor Vehicle Act infractions for drivers and cyclists 

 Separated lanes for bikes and pedestrians 

 Reduce cost of transit 

 Make a seamless connection to the Galloping Goose and E&N Regional Trails 

 Explore ‘root friendly’ floating sidewalks that support accessibility and tree protection 

 Support seniors in trying / using electric bikes 

 Add car share vehicles 

 Provide education / etiquette campaigns for all road users  

 Start automated road speed enforcement in high priority zones (eg: schools, senior centres, 

recreation places, villages) 

 Create additional neighbour walkways at the end of streets  

 Prioritize cycling and walking on laneways – currently dominated by cars  

 Create new information / directional signage for parking in Cook Street village and Fairfield Plaza 

(eg: underground parkade in Cook Street not very well known) 

 Don’t eliminate residential parking – perhaps create 15 minute grace zones, where commercial 

use is acceptable for 15 minutes or less. 

 Establish licensing for those who ride bikes. Include road test. 

 Wayfinding routes – signage and likely app for phone – destinations and route info available at 

fingertips (many people already use google maps) 

 Create incentives for people who use active transportation – eg: “2 rides free” comp trip 

guaranteed ride home program. BCAA bike service 

 Deal with uninsured cars – some houses have 2 – 3 cars that are not actively being used. 

 Prioritize a number of traffic calming projects each year – physical improvements and changes to 

roadways that slow traffic down and divert to intended roadways.  

 Redevelop Fairfield plaza. Complete overhaul on land use and parking approach – moving away 

from car-centric design.  Encourage multiple property owners to work together.  

 Add e-vehicle charging stations in new multi unit residential buildings – more than “bare 

minimum”  

 Undertake a parking utilization study of multi-unit residential buildings – all sizes -- including 

condos, stratas, apartments and houses with suites.  

 Create a default design standard of pedestrian crosswalks painted at every 4 way stop in the city. 

Current approach has to justify a crosswalk – no delineation for AT users. Make it a major 

initiative and get done over a period of years. 
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TABLE 3 

Goals 

 Should be measurable 

 Metrics 

o walking/cycling/transit numbers 

o should increase 

o year round 

o needs to be monitored over plan lifespan 

o vehicle movements should decrease 

 increase proportion cycling/walking, decrease vehicle 

 accessibility (missing) 

 seniors 

Big Moves/Strategies 

 Better transit in Northern Gonzales 

 Design streets/infrastructure to be flexible for different uses (events). ie- soft curbs 

 Woonerf = Cook St, Dallas Rd 

 Covered bike parking (CCTV) 

 Destination shelters 

 Covered seating 

 Covered bus stops 

 New residential secure bike lock-ups 

 Safety: Street lighting 

 Provide on-site sufficient parking for all types of vehicles in commercial areas 

o support Economic Development 

o without impacting near neighbours 

o encourage businesses to design themselves that they are not dependent on customers in 

cars 

 More transit routes and expanded hours 

Additional considerations 

 How will “improving parking management” be measured? 

 What are the expectations for parking and traffic management? 

 Keep non-local traffic on major streets 

 


